Branchial cyst is a common cause of a soft tissue swelling in the neck of a young adult. In older adults, with this presentation, it is important to exclude metastatic lymphadenopathy, lymphoma or tuberculosis. We report a branchial cyst which presented in a fifty nine year old male, with typical ultrasound and magnetic resonance (M.R.) appearances leading to the correct radiological diagnosis.
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CASE REPORT A fifty-nine-year-old man was referred with a twelve month history of a swelling in the left side of his neck. He reported that the swelling varied in size with time. It was never painful nor inflamed. He had occasional pains in his left shoulder radiating into his neck, but this was relieved with anti-anginal medication. He was a non-smoker. There was no associated hoarseness, dysphagia, dizziness or blackouts and he had no intraoral pain or ulceration. His general health otherwise was unremarkable.
On physical examination, the neck lump was soft, fluctuant, non tender and pulsatile measuring 4x5 cm in size. It 
